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School of Signals RNLA and Cisco Systems sign the “Cisco Networking Academy Agreement”

Collaboration makes School of Signals RNLA into a Regional Academy for NATO.
Ede, February 9, 2004. The School of Signals RNLA and Cisco Systems signed the “Cisco Networking Academy Agreement” today, allowing the School of Signals to obtain the status of Regional Academy. Up to now the School has been functioning as a Local Academy. In its new role the School of Signals will become the Regional Academy for other branches of the Dutch military and for NATO forces. The School of Signals has long been using the Cisco Networking Academy Program to train personnel in the design, development, maintenance and protection of networks such as the high-tech military mobile communications network TITAAN. This collaboration is a huge step forward for innovation and education in the Netherlands.

The Royal Netherlands Army, and with it the School of Signals, is making more use of new and advanced technologies such as TITAAN (Theatre Independent Army and Air Force Network), the high tech communication and information network that is custom-designed for the military for use in the field. The Royal Netherlands Army was recently awarded the prestigious “NCW Innovation Award for Best Network Centric Warfare Program” in Washington D.C. for TITAAN. As a result, the Royal Netherlands Army was internationally recognized for the leading role TITAAN plays in the field of communication and information in mobile environments.

Since the technologies used is TITAAN are new to the military and since the network will continue to be adapted for new technologies and standards, there is a high demand for highly trained computer specialists and network specialists. Therefore, training, both through e-learning and hands-on methods, is a continuous process for all involved.

Cisco recognizes the global need for trained network specialists through an independent training program and has developed a multimedia curriculum, the Cisco Networking Academy Program. The Academy Program fits well within the Defense’s current training package. The Academy Program is continually adapted to changes in technology and will therefore always remain current and cutting edge. TITAAN is also evolving along with developments in internet technologies. As a Regional Academy, the School of Signals is qualified to train instructors from other departments, branches of the Dutch military and participating NATO partners who wish to offer this program.

“Converged networks are becoming increasingly important both in government and in business. Cisco has specialized, in-house knowledge in network applications and by sharing this knowledge, we are helping the Netherlands in taking a step forward in education and innovation,” says Maggie Morrison, Managing Director, Cisco Systems Netherlands.

About the Cisco Networking Academy Program

The Cisco Networking Academy Program is a successful alliance between education, business and government and is now active in more that 152 countries around the globe. With the foundation of the program Cisco has contributed to promoting the use of the internet in education. In addition, the Networking Academy Program offers a solution to the growing shortage of ICT personnel. Making use of web technologies and hands-on instruction, the program teaches students to design, build and maintain networks.  Participants can follow the e-learning courses at any given location, time and at their own pace. Once they have completed a program, students can take the official Cisco or CompTIA exam in order to obtain an internationally recognized certificate. These certificates are excellent starting points for a career in ICT. There are currently more than 460,000 Cisco Networking Academy students world-wide. The first Cisco Academy in the Netherlands was opened in 1999 and there are currently 95 academies and more that 15,000 students in this country alone.

More information is available from: www.cisco.com/emea.

About the School of Signals RNLA

The School of Signals Royal Netherlands Army, located in Ede, provides much of the training of information and communication technology for the military. The school is part of the Ede Training Center and falls under the Royal Netherlands Army Education and Training Command. Because of its use of modern means and teaching methods, both military and civilians alike are not only trained in military practice, they have the opportunity to obtain official civilian certificates as well.

More information is available at:

Commander School of Signals Royal Netherlands Army

Lieutenant-colonel Sjir Hanssen

PO Box 9012

Building 53

6710 HC Ede

The Netherlands

Tel. +31-318-681242

