DECLARATION

MADE BY

AMERICAN ACADEMICIANS

(May 19, 1985)




1985

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, MAY ¥

Attention Members of

theU.S. House of
Representatives

The undersigned American academicians who specialize in
Turkish, Ottoman and Middle rastern studies are concerned
that the current language embodied in House Joint Resolution
192 is misleading and/or inaccurate in several respects.

Specifically, while fully supporting the concept of a
“National Day of Remembraace of Man's Inhumanity to Man,™
we respectfully take exception to that portion of the text
which singles out for special recognition:

*“. . .the one and one half million people of Armenian
ancestry who were victims of genocide perpetrated in Turkey
between 1915 and 1923, . ."

Cur reservanons focos on the use of the words “Turkey' and ““genocide’” and may be summarized as
follosws
* From the fourteenth century il 1922 the ares currently known as Turkey. Or more correctly, the
Republic of Turkey was part of the rermtory eneompassing, the multe-nanonal. mutu-religious, state
Known as the Otoman Empire 11 s Wrong to egquate the Ottoman Empirewith the Republic of Turkev in
the sarme way that s soeetig 1o equad e the Hapsburg Empire with the Republic of Austria. The Ortoman
pire which wias brogght o anend e 1922 by the successful concloston of the Turkish Revolution
which estaplishedd the present day Republic of Turkey in 1923, meorporated Linds and peoples which
today gecount for mre than twenov-five distnet countries in Southeastern Furope. North Africa, and the
Middle Bast onby Goe of svbich s the Repubibic of Turkey The Republic of Turkey bears no responsibility
torany eventy which oceurred m Onoman tmes, ver by naming “Turkey ™ i the Resolution. its authors
have imphatly lubeled stoas @bty of the Vgenocide ™ 1t charges transpared berween 1915 and 1923;
* As tur the charge ol genocide ™ No signatory of this statement wishes o minimize the scope of Arm
fin suftering. We arg likewise cogrizant that it cannot be viewed 4y separite from the suffering experi-
enced by the Muslim anbabitams of the region The sweighr of evidence so tar uncovered patnes an the
dirgenan of sepwns nter cormnal wartaee perpetrated oy Musliim and Chnstian weeegular forces), cont
pheared by disease, bmme st oand massaeres 0 Anarolueand adiorming areas during the Faess World
Woar fndecd throoghogt e vears ongueseon. te regronawas the seene of more of less contmgous wir-
Fare, now unlike the trageds which has'vone oman Lebanoen for the past decade: The resulung death toll
AT BT ATashint dsd CReistan communites o the region s imunense. But much more remudins (o be

Signatori

of the Suitement of H.J. Res. 192 addressed to the Members of the U

discovered before historians will be able to sort out preciselv responsibility between warring and inno-
cent, and to idenufv the causes for the events which resulted in the death or removal of large numbers of
the eastern Anatolian population, Christian and Muslim alike

Statesmen and politcians make Mistory, and scholars write it For this peocess ) wark seholars must be
given dceess (0 the written records of the statesmen and politicians of the past. To date. the relevant
archives in the Sovier Union, Syria. Bulgana and Turkey all remain, for the most part, closed to dis-
passionate historins Untl they become available the history of the Ouoman Empire in the period
encompassed by H ] Res. 192 (1915-1923) cannot be adeguately knowo.

W believe thar the proper position for the United States Congress 1o take on this and reiated issues, is to
encourage full and open access to all listorical archives, and nor 1o make charges on historical events
before they are fully understood. Such charges as those contdined in H ). Res 192 would inevitably reflect
unjustly upon the people of Turkev. and perhaps set back iereparably progress storians are just now
beginming to achieve in understanding these tragic events.

As the abgve comments dlusteate. the Bistory of the Onoman Armemidns 5 much debated among
scholars, many of whom aao nor agree with the tistoreal assumprions embodied in the wording of H.J
Res 192 By passing the tesolunon Congress will be attempung to determine by legislation which side of a
histoncal question s correct. such it resolution. based on historically questionable assumprtions, can only
damage the cause of honest histerical epguiry, and damage thie credibiling of the American legislative
provesy

- House of Representatives:
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ATTENTION
MEMBERS OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
(May 19, 1985)

The undersigned American academicians who specialize in Turkish, Ottoman and
Middle Eastern Studies are concerned that the current language embodied in House Joint
Resolution 192 is misleading and/or inaccurate in several respects.

Specifically, while fully supporting the concept of a "National Day of Remembrance of
Man's Inhumanity to Man," we respectfully take exception to that portion of the text which
singles out for specia recognition:

". . . the one and one half million people of Armenian ancestry who were victims of
genocide perpetrated in Turkey between 1915 and 1923 . . .."

Our reservations focus on the use of the words "Turkey" and "genocide” and may be
summarized as follows:

From the fourteenth century until 1922, the area currently known as Turkey, or more
correctly, the Republic of Turkey, was part of the territory encompassing the multi-national,
multi-religious state known as the Ottoman Empire. It is wrong to equate the Ottoman Empire
with the Republic of Turkey in the same way that it is wrong to equate the Hapsburg Empire
with the Republic of Austria. The Ottoman Empire, which was brought to an end in 1922, by
the successful conclusion of the Turkish Revolution which established the present day
Republic of Turkey in 1923, incorporated lands and people which today account for more than
twenty-five distinct countriesin Southeastern Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East, only
one of which is the Republic of Turkey. The Republic of Turkey bears no responsibility for any
events which occurred in Ottoman times, yet by naming Turkey' in the Resolution, its authors
have implicitly labeled it as guilty of "genocide” it charges transpired between 1915 and 1923;

As for the charge of "genocide" no signatory of this statement wishes to minimize the
scope of Armenian suffering. We are likewise cognizant that it cannot be viewed as separate
from the suffering experienced by the Muslim inhabitants of the region. The weight of evidence
%0 far uncovered pointsin the direct of serious inter communal warfare (perpetrated by Muslim
and Christian irregular forces), complicated by disease, famine, suffering and massacres in
Anatolia and adjoining areas during the First World War. Indeed, throughout the years in
question, the region was the scene of more or less continuous warfare, not unlike the tragedy
which has gone on in Eebanon for the past decade. The resulting death toll among both Muslim
and Christian communities of the region was immense. But much more remains to be
discovered before historians will be able to sort out precisely responsibility between warring
and innocent, and to identify the causes for the events which resulted in the death or removal
of large numbers of the eastern Anatolian population, Christian and Muslim alike.



Statesmen and politicians make history, and scholars write it. For this process to work
scholars must be given accessto the written records of the statesmen and politicians of the past.
To date, the relevant archives in the Soviet Union, Syria, Bulgaria and Turkey all remain, for
the most part, closed to dispassionate historians. Until they become available, the history of the
Ottoman Empire in the period encompassed by H.J. Res. 192 (1915-1923) cannot be
adequately known.

We believe that the proper position for the United States Congress to take on this and
related issues is to encourage full and open access to al historical archives and not to make
charges on historical events beforethey are fully understood. Such charges as those contained
H.J. Res. 192 would inevitably reflect unjustly upon the people of Turkey and perhaps set back
progressirreparably. Historians arejust now beginning to achieve in understanding these tragic
events.

As the above comments illustrate, the history of the Ottoman-Armenians is much
debated among scholars, many of whom do not agree with the historical assumptions embodied
in the wording of H.J. Res. 192. By passing the resolution Congress will be attempting to
determine by legislation which side of the historical question is correct. Such a resolution,
based on historically questionable assumptions, can only damage the cause of honest historical
inquiry, and damage the credibility of the American legidative process.

SIGNATORIESTO THE STATEMENT ON H.J. RES. 192
ADDRESSED TO THE MEMBERS OF
THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

RIFAAT ABOU-EL-HAJ ILHAN BASGOZ

Professor of History Director of the Turkish Studies Program

California State University at Long Beach at the Department of Uralic & Altaic Studies
IndianaUniversity

SARAH MOMENT ATIS

Professor of Turkish Language & Literature ~ DANIEL G. BATES

University of Wisconsin at Madison Professor of Anthropology
Hunter College,

KARL BARBIR City University of New York

Associate Professor of History

Siena College (New Y ork) ULKU BATES
Professor of Art History
Hunter College

City University of New York



GUSTAV BAYERLE
Professor of Uralic & Altaic Studies
Indiana University

ANDREAS G. E. BODROGLIGETTI
Professor of Turkic & Iranian languages
University of California at Los Angeles

KATHLEEN BURRILL
Associate Professor of Turkish Studies
Columbia University

RODERIC DAVISON
Professor of History
George Washington University

WALTERDENNY

Associate Professor of Art History &
Near Eastern Studies

University of Massachusetts

DR. ALAN DUBEN
Anthropol ogist, Researcher
New York City

ELLEN ERVIN
Research Assistant Professor of Turkish
New York University

CAESAR FARAH
Professor of Islamic

& Middle Eastern History
University of Minnesota

CARTER FINDLEY
Associate Professor of History
The Ohio State University

MICHAEL FINEFROCK,
Professor of History
College of Charleston

ALAN FISHER
Professor of History
Michigan State University

CORNELL FLEISCHER
Assistant Professor of History
Washington University (Missouri)

TIMOTHY CHILDS
Professorial Lecturer at SAIS,
JohnsHopkins University

SHAFIGA DAULET
Associate Professor of Political Science
University of Connecticut

JUSTINMCCARTHY
Associate Professor of History
University of Louisville

JON MANDAVILLE

Professor of the History

of the Middle East

Portland State University (Oregon)

RHOADSMURPHEY

Assistant Professor of Middle Eastern

Languages & Cultures & History
Columbia University

PIERRE OBERLING

Professor of History

Hunter College of the City University of
New York

ROBERT OLSON
Associate Professor of History
University of Kentucky



DONALD QUATAERT
Associate Professor of History
University of Houston

WILLIAM GRISWOLD
Professor of History
Colorado State University

WILLIAM HICKMAN
Associate Professor of Turkish
University of California, Berkeley

JOHN HYMES
Professor of History
Glenville State College
West Virginia

RALPH JAECKEL
Visiting Assistant Professor of Turkish
University of California at Los Angeles

JAMES KELLY
Associate Professor of Turkish
University of Utah

PETER GOLDEN
Professor of History
Rutgers University, Newark

TOM GOODRICH
Professor of History
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

ANDREW COULD
Ph.D. in Ottoman History
Flagstaff, Arizona

MICHAEL MEEKER
Professor of Anthropology
University of California at San Diego

THOMAS NAFF

Professor of History & Director, Middle East
Research Institute

University of Pennsylvania

WILLIAM OCHSENWALD
Associate Professor of History
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

WILLIAM PEACHY

Assistant Professor of the Judaic & Near
Eastern Languages & Literatures

The Ohio State University

HOWARD REED
Professor of History
University of Connecticut

TIBOR HALASI-KUN
Professor Emeritus of Turkish Studies
Columbia University

J. C. HUREWITZ

Professor of Government Emeritus
Former Director of the Middle East
Institute (1971-1984) Columbia University

HALIL INALCIK

University Professor

of Ottoman History & Member of the
American Academy of Arts& Sciences
University of Chicago

RONALD JENNINGS
Associate Professor

of History & Asian Studies
University of llinois



KERIM KEY

Adjunct Professor
Southeastern University
Washington, D.C.

DANKWART RUSTOW

Distinguished University Professor of
Political Science

City University Graduate School New York

STANFORD SHAW
Professor of History
University of Californiaat Los Angele

METIN KUNT
Professor of Ottoman History
New York City
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Professor of History
Brandeis University
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Professor of History
University of California a& Berkeley

ROBERT STAAB
Assistant Director of the
Middle East Center
University of Utah

JAMES STEWART-ROBINSON
Professor of Turkish Studies
University of Michigan

FRANK TACHAU
Professor of Political Science
University of Illinois at Chicago

DAVID THOMAS
Associate Professor of History
Rhode Island College

WARREN S. WALKER

Home Professor of English & Director of the
Archive of Turkish Oral Narrative

Texas Tech University

WALTERWEIKER
Professor of Political Science
Rutgers University

MADELINE ZILFI
Associate Professor of History
University of Maryland

ELAINE SMITH

Ph.D. in Turkish History
Retired Foreign Service Officer
Washington,D-C-

EZEL KURAL SHAW
Associate Professor of History
California State University, Northridge

FREDERICK LATIMER
Associate Professor of History (Retired)
University of Utah

BERNARD LEWIS

Cleveland E. Dodge Professor of Near
Eastern History

Princeton University



BIBLIOGRAPHY
In Foreign Languages
(in aphabetical order)

1. Al-Mezaem a-Ermeniyyawa al-Hakaek (in Arabic), Ankara Vagif a-Diyanet a-Turkiyya, 1983.

2. Armenians in the Ottoman Empire and Modem Turkey:1912-1926, Istanbul, Bogazici University;,ri,1984.

3. Armenian Terrorism and The Paris Tria; Terorisme Armenien et Proces de Paris, Ankara, AnkaraUniversity, 1984.
4. Armenische Propaganda gegen die Tiirkel und die Wahrheit, Ankara, Ingtitut fur Aussenpolitik, 1982.

5. Aspirations et agissements revolutionnaires des comites Armeniens avant et apres laproclamation de la Constitution
Ottomane, Istanbul, 1917.

6. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, A Brief Glance at the "Armenian Question”, Ankara, Ankara Chamber of Commerce, 1984; 2nd
pr., Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1984.

7. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, A British Report (1895): "The Armenians Unmasked", Ankara, Sevinc Matbaasi, 1985.
8. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, A British Source (1916) on the Armenian Question, Ankara; Sistem Ofset, 1985.

9. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, An Armenian Author on "Patriotism Perverted"; Un auteur armenien sexprime sur le "Patriotisme
perverti"; Ein armenischer Autor uber "Patriotismus Missbraucht", Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1984; 2nd pr., Ankara, Sistem Ofset,

1985.

10. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, An Armenian Source; Hovhannes Katchaznouni; Une source Armenienne: Hovhannes
Katchaznouni; Eine Armenische Quelle: Hovhanness Katckaznouni; Fuinte Armenia: Hovhanness Katchaznouni, Ankara,
Sistem Ofset, 1984; 2nd pr.: Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1985.

11. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, Armenian Participation in Ottoman Cultural Life, Ankara, Sevinc Mathaasi, 1985.

~12. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, A "Statement" Wrongly Attributed to Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, Ankara, Siyasal Bilgiler
Fakultesi, 1984; 2nd pr., Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1985

13. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, De Andonian "Documenten”, Weike Aan Talat Pasha \Worden Toegeschreven, Zijn Bedrog,
Ankara, Siyasal Bilgiler Fakultesi; 1984.

14 Ateov, Tiirkkaya, Deaths Ceaused by Disease: In Relation to the Armenian Question; Les deces relevant de
maladies, en relation avec la question armenienne, Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1985.

L85 15. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, Hitler and the "Armenian Question"; Hitler et la "Question armenienne”, Ankara, Sistem Ofset,

16. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, La Participation des Armeniens alavie culturelle ottomane, Ankara, Sevinc Matbaasi, 1985.

17. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, Taat Pasaya Atfedilen Andonian "Belgeler"i Sahtedir: Talat Pasa'yin Verakirvatz Andoniani
Vaveratugteri Gegdz Yen (in Armenian); Zaif Wathaek Andonian al-lati nisubat hataen ila Ta'at Basha (in Arabic); Esnadi
Andonian kabe Talat Pasha muntasab shuda sahteki est (in Persian), Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1984

18. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, The Andonian "Documents' Attributed to Talat Pasha are Forgeries; Les "Documents’
d'Andonian attribues a Talat Pacha sont des faux; Die Taat Pascha zugeschrie benen Andonianischen "Dokumentc” sind
Falschungen, Ankara, Siyasal Bilgiler Fakultesi,1984; 2nd pr.: Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1984.

19. Ateov, Tiirkkaya, Une "declaration” faussement attribuee a Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1984.

20. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, Un Rapport anglais (1895): "Les Armeniens demasques’, Ankara, Sevinc Matbaasi, 1985.

21. Ataov, Tiirkkaya, Une source britannique (1916) relative a la question armenienne, Ankara, Sistem Ofset, 1985.

22. Congres National, Documents relatifs aux atrocites commises par les Armeniens sur la population musulmane,
Constantinople, 1919.

23. Das armenier Problem in neun Fragen und neun Antworten, Ankara, Institut fur Aussenpolitik, 1982



24. Direction Generale de laPresse et de I'Information, Documents, Ankara, 1982.
25. Direction Generale de laPresse et de 1'Information, Documents sur les Armeniens ottomans, t. |1, Ankara, (1983).

26. Direction Generale de la Presse et de 1'Information, 70eme Anniversaire d'un journal armenien: 1908-1979,
Ankara, 1979.

27. Directorate General of Press and Information, Documents, Vol.1, Ankara (1982).
28. Directorate General of Press and Information, Documents on Ottoman Armenians, Val. Il., Ankara, (1983).

29. Giiriin, Kamuran, The Armenian File, London, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, in association with K. Rustem and
Brother, 1985

30. Giiriin, Kamuran, Le dossier armenien, Paris, Triangle, 1984.

31. International Terrorism and the Drug Connection, Ankara, Ankara University, 1934

32. Kardl; EnverZiya, Armenian Question: 1878-1923, Ankara, Gundiiz, 1975.

33. La Cuestion Armenia en Nueve Preguntas y Respuestas, Ankara, Institute de Politica Extranjera, 1982.
34. Le General Mayevski, Les massacres d'/Armenie.

35. Le probleme armenien: neuf questions, neufreponses, Ankara, Institut de politique etrangere, 1982.
36. Leterrorisme internationa et le trafc de stupefiants, Ankara, Universite d/Ankara, 1984.

37. McCarthy, Justin.Mluslims and Minorities: the Population of Ottoman Anatolia and the End of the Empire, New
York and London, New York University Press, 1983.

38. McCarthy, Justin, Terrorismo Annenio: La Historia Como Veneno y Como Antidote, Kentucky, E.U.A.,
Universidad de Louisville, 1984.

39. Mise au point sur la propagande armenienne centre la Turquie, Ankara, Intitut de Politique Etrangere, 1982.

40. Proces de latentat d'Orly:19 fevrier - 2 mars 1985, depositions et pladoirie, Ankara, Faculte des Sciences
Politiques, 1985.

41. Terrorist Attack at Orly; Statements and Evidence Presented at the Trial, February 19 - March 2, 1985, Ankara,
Faculty of Political Science, 1985

42. Schemsi, Kara, Turcs et Armeniens devant 1'histoire: nouveaux temoignages russes et turcs sur les atrocites
armeniennes de 1914 a 1918, Genve, Imprimerie nationale, 1919.

43. Setting the Record Straight on Armenian Propaganda Against Turkey,
44. Simsir, Bila N., Aperqu historique sur la question armenienne, Ankara, Societe Turque d'His- toire, 1985.

45. Simsir, Bila N., ed., British Documents on Ottoman Armenians; Vot. |, 1856-1880, Ankara, Turkish Historical
Society, 1983.

46. Simsir, Bila N., The Deportees of Malta and the Armenian Question: Ankara, Foreign Policy Institute, 1984

o5 47. Simsir, Bila N., ed.. Documents Diplomatiques Ottomans, Val. |. (1886-1893), Ankara, Societe Turque d'Histoire,
1985.

48. Simsir, Bilal N., The Genesis of the Armenian Question, Ankara, Turkish Historical Society 1984; 2nd pr.: 1985.

59. Sonyel, Selahi R, Dig)lacement of the Armenians. Documents; Le Deplacement des populations armeniennes:
Documents; Ermeni Tehciri ve Belgeler, Ankara, Baylan Matbaasi, 1978.

50. The Armenian Issue in Nine Questions and Answers, Ankara, Foreign Policy Institute, 1982.
51. Feigl, Erich. A Myth of Terror, 1991, Edition zeitgeschichten-Freilassing- Salzburg, p. 85



