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5th Signal Command Supports CE-04

By Army Specialist Anissa Soto
BAUMHOLDER, Germany -- Combined Endeavor 2004 (CE-04), the largest and most complex Communications and Information Systems exercise in the world, got underway 6 May in Lager Aulenbach, Germany and Burgas, Bulgaria.   This U.S. European Command sponsored exercise features more than 40 NATO and Partnership for Peace nations and representatives from SEEBRIG and South Africa coming together for concentrated C4 integration, interoperatbility testing and documentation.  This year marks the tenth anniversary of the exercise and the sixth year the Command Support Regiment 28, Lager Aulenbach has hosted the 19 day workshop.  
Command, control, communications and computer abilities (C4) and interoperability enable nations to have immediate communications when working together on the battlefield, military operations, humanitarian peace-keeping missions or disaster relief operations.

Over 30 Soldiers and civilians from 5th Signal Command are among the thousand military, civilian and support personnel participating in the exercise at Lager Aulenbach.  Members of 5th Signal Command are represented  by soldiers from Headquarters (HQ) 5th Signal Command, HQ 2nd Signal Brigade, 102nd Signal Battalion, 44th Signal Battalion and the 261st Signal Brigade of the Delaware National Guard. This year 5th Signal Command has been designated as the representative of the United States Army. 
After months of preparation and planning, 5th Signal Command Soldiers arrived on site early April and immediately began laying cable in the Internet Café and the Network Operations System Center (NOSC).  From 
there, they extended and ran cable to additional buildings that would house the CE-04 participants.  As the cables for the modems were already in the ground, Soldiers then established connections.  They also ran cables and set up phones and a computer in every tent. After all land cables were run and modems set up, 5th Signal ran phone lines to more than 100 buildings and  tents. Together they ran over 10 miles of cable to support the exercise. 
Capt. Eddie Diaz is officer-in-charge, 

“Ensuring my Soldiers have what they need to set up the exercise and to keep it going is critical to the success of the mission,” says  Sgt 1st Class Robert Rose, the non-commissioned officer-in-charge of the support Soldiers.  

   

ADD ONE

5th Signal

Soldiers from HQ 5th Signal Command, Mannheim, Germany, are responsible for supplying the printers and routers used during the exercise. HQ also provided public affairs support at the Combined Information Bureau, in Lager Aulenbach 
Sgt 1st Class Yvonne Morris, HQ 2nd Signal Brigade, Mannheim, is in charge of dispersing supplies, ranging from printers, computers, to office supplies to all the nations and organizations present. .  

Another battalion, the 102nd from Smith Barracks, Baumholder is represented by both Soldiers and civilians.  Emmett Williams, network manager, has overall responsibility for installation, tent placement and computer configuration while Lynne Wolfe ensured the network met military security standards.  The 102nd provided support prior to and during the exercise.
Soldiers from the 44th Signal Battalion, Mannheim, also supported the mission by setting up communications between Lager Aulenbach and the forward deployed site in Burgas, Bulgaria.  

The 261st Signal Brigade of the Delaware National Guard augmented 5th Signal Command and trained in a joint coalition environment.  

“The 261st has a relationship with 5th Signal Command and Combined Endeavor is something that we have been assisting for years,” said Capt. Bryan Walbridge, 261st Signal Brigade. “Every year we bring in two teams. One arrives in April and assists in  setting up for the exercise.  In May, we bring in  the second  team who mans the help desk in support of the participants as well as the Internet Café, a popular site where all participants can check e-mail, or make a phone call.”
CE-04, a yearly event, encourages information sharing and CIS interoperability.  It takes the cooperation of support units to ensure this happens.  This year 5th Signal Command brought several of its units together to represent the United States Army and to show how the signal corps can work as one no matter what the mission. 
“Combined Endeavor is an exercise that I wish everyone could see and participate in,” says Williams.  “It’s a step forward, a means for us to continue a journey toward coalition building and interoperability.  Hopefully we’ll continue to foster peace for all those generations that are coming behind us.”
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