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German Military Support Expands for Combined Endeavor 2004


By CAPT Christine M. Miller, Combined Endeavor Public Affairs, NR NIB 1118th Ft. Carson


BAUMHOLDER, Germany --- Every May, the hills surrounding Baumholder blossom with 

                             flowering plants washing the landscape with color.  The lush, fertile terrain is a welcomed site 

                        for an estimated one thousand soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines from more than 

                        40 nations who gather at Camp Lager Aulenbach, Germany for the 18 day exercise 

                        workshop, Combined Endeavor.

Combined Endeavor 2004 is a U.S. European Command sponsored exercise designed to test and document the interoperability of C4 (command, control, communications and computer) information systems among participating nations and organizations.  For the past six years, Germany has served as host and has welcomed participants to the 15,000 square meter training site located outside the town of Baumholder.  Baumholder, the southernmost rural district of Regierungsbezirk Koblenz, is home to more than 5,000 U.S. soldiers and 7,500 civilian employees and their families stationed and working at Smith Barracks.

The support of the implementation of this multinational exercise falls under the auspices of German Command Support Regiment 28.  Under the command of German Army Lt.Col. Matthias Teipel, more than 166 officers, non-commissioned officers and enlisted people descended on the training camp in early April to begin preparation for the exercise.

Requirements are massive and demanding ranging from signage, food preparation for three square meals a day and cleaning to security, custom preparation, cultural day arrangements, marksmanship training and other logistical support necessary to ensure the welfare of the troops. The mission is straight forward – execute, prepare, set-up and tear down the camp within a three month time period for an estimated 1,200 persons.

“It’s no easy accomplishment,” says Teipel.  “Many of the young men are conscriptees. Maintaining military bearing and keeping the soldiers focused on the tasks are two of my greatest challenges.”

The 28th Command Support Regiment is augmented by the 464th  Specialized Engineer Battalion, the 461st Logistics Battalion, the 38h Command Support Regiment and Territorial Command 2. 

ADD ONE
German Support

Work commenced for Teipel and his men in April.  The upper level of the training facility soon housed two huge tents with more than 3,000 sq. meters of tent flooring. More than 7,000 sandbags were utilized on the site and many thousands tons of gravel were used in the building of the site.  This year a 400 meter barbed wire fence around the primary site was erected to ensure the security of personnel and the massive communication gear the nations bring with them.   In addition, the soldiers installed power, laid many kilometers of wire and cable for the CE-04 local area network.
As participants began checking in the week of May 3rd, each was handed a Welcome Package that was assembled by members of the 28th Support.  Over 1,200 packages were prepared as well as 300 parking permits. In addition, German support personnel carted and set up tables, chairs, flip charts and other office supplies around the camp site.

Twenty soldiers were assigned to the kitchen area for duty. Early every morning, the cooks were busy scrambling eggs, preparing coffee and starting preparations for lunch and dinner.  Within the first seven day period, soldiers consumed more than 20,000 rolls, downed 1000 litres of milk and 15,000 litres of mineral waters. Soldiers were appreciative of 800 kilograms of fresh fruits and 4,000 portions of yogurt and pudding.

Moving equipment and supplies throughout the country was accomplished through the use of 13 transport trucks and four 15-ton trucks with drivers traveling over 5,500 kilometers.  The Command also provided 38 mobile phones as well as 30 VHF hand-held radios for use during the exercise.

One of the highlights of Combined Endeavor is the two day marksmanship training which 35 personnel from the 282nd Signal Battalion support.  Participants attempt to qualify on the G36 rifle, the German MG3 machine gun and the P-8 semi-automatic pistol.

Keeping the area cleaned and meeting health standards are high priorities for Teipel.

Cleaning supplies, included 30 liters of window cleaners, 150 liters of wax and 50 liters of floor cleaners, were consumed by the support staff during the duration of the exercise.  Bed linens numbering 1,250 were issued to the participants.

During CE-04, Teipel worked in concert with Ed Ward, site support director from EUCOM.  This will be his last year as German site support director, turning the reigns over to Maj.Andreus Schorner.

Teipel has future plans for other reigns.  After retirement from the German Army, Teipel plans to visit the U.S., purchase a horse in Virginia and travel by saddleback across America.  Meanwhile, as the exercise winds down, Teipel is preparing to instruct a fresh crew of soldiers who have been assigned to the tear down project.
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“It’s been a challenge wearing two hats,” said Teipel.  “I’m looking forward to returning to my full time job as staff officer in the Signal Corps, knowing CE-05 will be in good hands with Maj. Schorner.”

