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Dutch Army Wins Award for Command and Control System

By JO1 Doug Kimsey,  Combined Endeavor Public Affairs

BAUMHOLDER, Germany – The Royal Netherlands Army and its Command and Control (C2) Service Center is a Center of Excellence for C2 combat communications systems, a title the northern European nation wears with pride.

Lt. Col. Ed van Seters, the Dutch Delegation Chief at Combined Endeavor 2004, said his nation earlier this year won the Network Centric Warfare (NCW) Award.  “We are very proud to have received this honor,” he said.

“We are digitizing the battlefield for commanders, and we are performing this in an innovative and controlled manner,” van Seters said.

The Dutch Delegation chief is one of more than 1,170 participants in CE-04, an exercise that emphasizes communications and information systems testing and documentation to check interoperability of equipment systems of 40 nations.

The concept of NCW, van Seters explained, came from a publication in the United States, titled “Network Centric Warfare: Developing and Leveraging Information Superiority.”  van Seters called it “the Bible” of command and control on the battlefield.

Command and control is at the heart of military operations, as noted in an introduction to the Netherlands Command and Control Support Center (C2SC), which is located in Ede, in central Netherlands.

“Good command and control is not possible without the correct information.  Being able to generate a complete overview of the actual situation during operations makes the difference between success and failure,” the C2SC introduction noted.

Van Seters says increased operational capabilities are achieved through shared awareness, a high degree of self-synchronization as well as increased speed of command and higher speeds of operations.

“Information dominance leads to operational success,” says van Seters. 
To van Seters, there are several other key facets of a Network Centric Warfare system.
“It is important to have an information-sharing attitude,” he notes.  “I share all I know as soon as possible with my friends. As a result, information is available “Wherever I am, whatever I do and whenever I want.”

In addition to Communication Information Systems’ interoperability, another key proponent of CE-04 is information sharing.  And The Netherlands delegation is taking a major lead in that.

“We are pushing information instead of people,” van Seters said.

Van Seters is using the Combined Endeavor exercise to promote his nation’s Command and Control Support Centre.  
“We cannot do it by ourselves.  It is foolish to think that we as the Netherlands are looking to change the world,” he said.   “We are looking for partners in Network Centric Warfare.  We are great believers in it.
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