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     Deputy Tech Director Reflects on 10 Years of Combined Endeavors

By JO1 Doug Kimsey, Combined Endeavor Public Affairs

BAUMHOLDER, Germany – Baseball had its Ripken. 
Combined Endeavor has its Pipkin.

Both men know what it is like to be the “Iron Men” of their respective professions, bringing the wisdom of the ages to their posts.

CE-04 Deputy Tech Director John Pipkin is marking his 10th year as a key player in the interoperability exercise that has brought 40 nations’ militaries to Lager Aulenbach for a 10th year.  No other civilian in the history of this important communications information systems interoperability event has attended all 10 years.

“Ten years ago, you may have had only a couple of table tops.  Now you look out and you’ve got this great sheath of tents.  It has grown 100 fold in 10 years and it’s going to continue,” said Pipkin, a retired U.S. Army Lt. Col. and Viet Nam infantry veteran whose current civilian position is as Deputy Chief of Operations for Defense Information System Agency, Europe in Stuttgart.

In cooperation with the German Ministry of Defense, the U.S. European Command is sponsoring the annual communications and information systems interoperability exercise May 6-19, 2004 in two locations – Lager Aulenbach and Burgas, Bulgaria.
All told, 40 NATO and Partnership for Peace countries and 1,250 personnel from four continents are participating in this year.

Pipkin likened his role at CE as a chief of staff or “traffic cop” who deals with challenges as diverse as complex communications issues to whether or not tents have adequate heat or ventilation.  “I try to insure harmony,” the High Point, N.C. native bottom-lined.

Pipkin said the greatest accomplishment of CE over the years has been the tearing down of walls of mistrust between nations.  Each time militaries from far-flung lands convene at places like CE tent city, greater understanding results, he said.

ADD ONE

Pipkin

“When we first started Combined Endeavor (in 1995), the Cold War was just ending.  There was still mutual distrust between nations.  I think CE has gone a long way towards bridging that gap – at least 95 percent,” Pipkin said.

His advice to future generations of CE participants is straight forward. 
 “Be willing to listen to people from all nations.  Get to know them.  They have a lot to teach us,” he advised.  “There are a lot of different personalities, different cultures, different nationalities.  But we all have something in common, we’re all human beings.  Every country, every person, no matter what their nationality or culture has a lot to offer.”

It is precisely that people-oriented approach that keeps Pipkin returning year after year.  
“You get up some mornings and you ask ‘Do I really want to do this again?’  I’m becoming a dinosaur here.  I love working with and learning from the people here.  When we stop learning, then it’s time to do something else.  There’s something to learn everyday from somebody and that’s what I try to do.”
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