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Slovenian Army Captain the “Father of Combined Endeavor”

By JO1 Doug Kimsey, Combined Endeavor Public Affairs

BAUMHOLDER, GERMANY -- All throughout his schoolboy days growing up in Slovenia, Luka Senicar never enjoyed a prolonged stretch of perfect attendance in school.  For one reason or another, Senicar would miss a day here and there.

But today, Senicar, who is a Slovenian Army signal battalion Captain, can boast perfect attendance at Combined Endeavor.  He is the lone military member who over the years has attended each and every CE exercise since its beginning in 1995.

Only one other individual, John Pipkin, deputy technical director, Defense Information Systems Agency – Europe, in Stuttgart, Germany holds this honor.

“I feel old,” he said with a laugh as he worked in the testing area at Combined Endeavor 2004, a communications and information systems interoperability exercise at Lager Aulenbach in Baumholder, Germany.

 “Since 1995 when this all began, I’ve had a lot of experiences. There were only 10 countries then and the first was the best ever,” he said. “We didn’t have exactly the plan on how we would test.  Everyone had to talk to each other more. ‘What shall we do, how shall we do this test,’ and so on.”

Today, more than 40 countries and 1,250 personnel from four continents are participating in the exercise which tests C4 (Command, Control, Communications and Computer) equipment systems from participating nations in support of future combined humanitarian, peacekeeping and disaster relief operations.

A casualty of the success and expansion of Combined Endeavor has been loss of intimacy and close ties among the participants, Senicar said.

The smaller gatherings of the early years created a friendly familiarity.
 “There was such a small amount of people that we got to know each other so well.  In a couple of days everyone knew everyone else.  It’s so big now, you cannot get to know everyone,” Senicar said.  “I’ve met so many people from different lands.  A lot of times we call each other throughout the year.  It’s nice to have people all around Europe and the world to ask questions to,” he said.

Over the years, the equipment and technology has changed tremendously – and very quickly.  “There were no digital phones in 1995.  We would actually test using local battery phones, the hand-crank type,” he recalled. “The high end (of technology today) is the fully integrated digital switches that you monitor on a computer.”

Senicar wonders if technology has expanded too rapidly.

“We cannot learn so fast to keep pace with the technology.  We are always chasing it,” he said.

Is the “Father of CE” ready for 10 more years of Combined Endeavor? 
“I would like to continue to participate, but my superiors won’t let me.  I will probably be assigned to the office.”
Senicar has sage advice for the next generation of CE participants.

“It’s not so important to have a green or red test, it doesn’t matter.  You should know why it’s red – that’s the main point. Also, drink up the knowledge that is here. 

Mingle, go to other nations, talk to as many people as possible, see their equipment, learn how it works, be social,” he said.

“Stay strong, keep together as nations. We can work together, we can drink together, karaoke together without any armory,” he said.
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