COMBINED ENDEAVOR 2004

Baumholder, Germany

[image: image2.png]



[image: image1.wmf]




PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release









      For More Information:














      Public Affair Office














      +49 67836 7930/7931
Civil engineers create power; construct projects for CE ‘04

By Tech. Sgt. Cindy Dorfner,

Combined Endeavor Regional Group Forward public affairs

CAMP SARAFOVO, Bulgaria – When Tech. Sgt. Patrick Bowles was growing up in Newport, R.I., he spent quite a bit of time working for contractors on various construction projects. He enjoyed it so much; he decided to join the Air Force and become a structural specialist. Fast forward 17 years and today you’ll find Tech. Sgt. Bowles as a structures shop NCOIC, leading a group of Airmen and civilians.

As the lone structural craftsman for Combined Endeavor 2004, Tech. Sgt. Bowles, from the 48th Civil Engineer Squadron at RAF Lakenheath, England, has been busy creating bulletin boards and easels to pass along information for exercise participants and visitors to the camp, as well as constructing flooring for once-flooded tents.

And when “building things” hasn’t kept him completely occupied, he’s taken time to train others in basic structural welding techniques. Additionally, he has assisted his four civil engineer counterparts, who take care of the electrical portion of running this exercise.

The group, which includes members from both the 48th and 100th Civil Engineer Squadrons from RAFs Lakenheath and Mildenhall, is in Bulgaria to support a two-week interoperability exercise. Combined Endeavor 2004 is a U.S. European Command-sponsored exercise, designed to identify and document command, control, communications and computer (C4) interoperability between NATO and Partnership for Peace nations. This year marks the first time in Combined Endeavor’s 10-year existence that the exercise is operating in 
parallel from two different countries. The main site is located at Lager Aulenbach in Germany and the second site is located at Camp Sarafovo, Bulgaria. 

Locating out of this second site has made things challenging for the group of civil engineers, led by Master Sgt. Tom Mortensen, electrical power production foreman also from the 48th CES.

The team arrived with the advanced echelon and because the site needed power distribution before the rest of the 200 forward-site participants arrived they had to work fast.

ADD ONE

Civil Engineers

“Normally, when we deploy, we bring along these ‘plug and play’ type power packages. Here, we couldn’t do that, so we had to actually build the electrical panels from materials purchased from electrical contractors in Burgas,” said Master Sgt. Mortensen, who came up with a strategy from his site visit here in February. 

Even though electricians aren’t really taught how to build electrical panels in school, devising a power plan grid seemed to be their easiest task. The biggest obstacle they faced was finding materials, Tech. Sgt. Bowles said.

With time running short before the main participants arrived, found and procured the materials necessary to supply power and create woodworking projects.

The next challenge was to meet each country’s power requirements.

“As soon as everyone arrived, we went to each country delegation to find out their specific power needs,” said Staff Sgt. Jason Martin, 100th Civil Engineer Squadron electrical systems craftsman from RAF Mildenhall, England.

“Since everyone has different requirements, we had to come up with a suitable standard for everyone, without making major modifications to any country’s equipment,” said Staff Sgt. Mark Matthews, also an electrical systems craftsman from the 100th CES.

The Italians, who had the largest power consumption needs, actually made things easier for the group since they brought some of their own electrical distribution equipment, Staff Sgt. Matthews said.

Whatever challenges the group faced with procuring the materials downtown, Master Sgt. Scott Reed, an electrical systems foreman from the 48th CES, said this group of five CES troops were the right ones for the deployment.

“Everyone on the team was hand-picked because of previous experience. We knew we needed individuals who knew what they were doing,” he said. 

Tech. Sgt. Bowles agreed. 

“As the NCOIC of my shop and AEF deployment obligations, it was hard for my boss to allow me to go,” he said. “But, this was a great experience and I’m glad I was able to be a part of it.” 

ADD TWO
Civil Engineers

With the end of Combined Endeavor 2004 on May 19, the job now for this team is to disassemble everything they created, said Staff Sgt. Matthews. 

“We’ll take everything apart and store it here for use in possible future deployments to Camp Sarafovo,” he said.
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�All participants are PfP signatories (except South Africa).  The USEUCOM exercise is “in the spirit of” PfP, but Georgia is a PfP nation.





