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                   Georgia delegation enjoys technical training, human interaction 
                                                         during CE 2004
By Tech. Sgt. Cindy Dorfner, Combined Endeavor Regional Group Forward public affairs

CAMP SARAFOVO, Bulgaria – While some people might look at problems in a negative way, at least seven people at Combined Endeavor 2004 seem to look at theirs positively.

The group here from the Land Forces in Tbilisi, Georgia, said that though they might have faced some challenges in their tests, the good thing is that they’re learning what to do in the future, according to Sgt. Irakli Marauli from the land forces general staff.

The Georgians have been participating in this two-week interoperability exercise near Burgas, Bulgaria. Combined Endeavor 2004 is a U.S. European Command-sponsored exercise, designed to identify and document command, control, communications and computer (C4) interoperability between NATO and Partnership for Peace nations. This year marks the first time in Combined Endeavor’s 10-year existence that the exercise is operating in 
parallel from two different countries. The main site is located at Lager Aulenbach in Germany and the second site is located at Camp Sarafovo, Bulgaria. 

In total, 40 nations, NATO, and one group, the South East Europe Brigade, or SEEBRIG, are taking part in CE ’04. The Regional Group Forward here consists of participants from the United States, Bulgaria, France, Georgia, Italy, Lithuania, Republic of South Africa and SEEBRIG.  The Republic of South Africa is again participating as an observer nation.

The overall exercise objective is to achieve a level of communications interoperability and compatibility with various nations’ Communications Information Systems that will allow partner nations to conduct future humanitarian, peacekeeping and disaster relief operations. 

While no one can predict when or where they will need this level of communications interoperability, the Georgians, who first participated in Combined Endeavor in 1998, are using the time here wisely. They are learning about the Marconi CD-115 
telephone switch while conducting point-to-point tests. 
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“It’s interesting to contact the Italians and learn about the equipment. I think everything we learn here this year will help us for next year,” Sgt. Marauli said. “But, this exercise is not just about the equipment. It’s very nice to meet people and talk to them about their cultures.”

“Each year Combined Endeavor grows in both complexity and scope,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. George Lamont, site commander of Regional Group Forward.  “Ten years ago we started with 10 nations and simple switch tests. This year we’ve quadrupled in our number of participating nations since that first year, and expanded our technical reach into significantly more complex technologies.  However, at the end of the day, it always comes back to the human interoperability aspect, which is a critical factor in building strong coalition relationships. Without the human interaction, achieving the desired level of communications interoperability would be infinitely more difficult. The Georgian Delegation is one of those exceptional teams that brings skills and culture to enrich this experience far beyond the 14 days of testing.”

For the remaining days in the exercise, this Georgia delegation, along with their eight counterparts at main site in Germany, will concentrate on working hard, meeting as many people and learning as much as possible. But for the seven delegates here, they said even though this site is much smaller than the one in Germany, they believe they’ve experienced the better site.

“This team is very lucky to come to Bulgaria, because it’s the first time this exercise has been held outside of Germany. We feel lucky,” Sgt. Marauli said.








         -- 30 --

�All participants are PfP signatories (except South Africa).  The USEUCOM exercise is “in the spirit of” PfP, but Georgia is a PfP nation.


�Marconi makes many telephone switches.





