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South Africans observe, prepare for their own Combined Endeavor

By Tech. Sgt. Cindy Dorfner, Combined Endeavor Regional Group Forward public affairs

CAMP SARAFOVO, Bulgaria – While six other countries and one group arrived here for Combined Endeavor 2004 to actively participate, the delegation from the Republic of South Africa came here with one major goal in mind -- to actively observe. 

This isn’t to say that things haven’t changed. As time has gone on, the six members of the South African National Defense Force have started participating in interoperability tests, evaluating whether their communications equipment work with that of other nations here and at the main site at Lager Aulenbach in Germany.

In addition, the South Africans are conducting switch tests with other participating nations, as well as high-frequency parallel activity in which six European countries conduct HF long haul tests from their home countries with a station in Rooiwal, Pretoria, South Africa. Transmissions are also taking place with Lager Aulenbach in which five countries are testing with South Africa.

The South Africans hope their “active observations” will help them facilitate the creation of an Africa Combined Endeavor, said Corp. Mpumelelo Mahote from the 1 Signal Regiment in Pretoria, Gauteng, South Africa.

“This is good for my country to learn. Next, we’ll talk to our leaders at home to maybe create a Combined Endeavor for the development of our continent,” he said.

Combined Endeavor 2004 is a U.S. European Command-sponsored exercise, designed to identify and document command, control, communications and computer (C4) interoperability with NATO and “in the spirit” of Partnership for Peace nations. This year marks the first time in Combined Endeavor’s 10-year existence that the exercise is operating in parallel from two different countries. The main site is located at Lager Aulenbach in Germany and the second site is located at Camp Sarafovo, Bulgaria.

In total, 40 nations, NATO, and one group, the South East Europe Brigade, or SEEBRIG, are taking part in CE ’04. The Regional Group Forward here consists of participants from the United States, Bulgaria, France, Georgia, Italy, Lithuania, Republic of South Africa and SEEBRIG. 

The overall exercise objective is to achieve a level of communications interoperability and compatibility that will allow partner nations to conduct future humanitarian, peacekeeping and disaster relief operations.

The disaster relief operations might be exactly where the South Africans use information gathered here, according to 1st Lt. Jaco Jacobs of the CMIS Ops Formation.

“We hope to create something like this. It’s something to strive for,” he said. “Everyone everywhere is looking for interoperability, especially our neighboring countries. For instance, the South African Air Force helped in Mozambique during the flooding in 2000. If we had information on how to effectively communicate, I think it will help.”

According to Staff Sgt. Buks Beukes, Combined Endeavor has thus far exceeded the South African team’s expectations.

“We’re able to complete some training on our Marconi telephone switch. This is the first time we’ve deployed with it and we’re learning quite a bit.”

Besides gathering as much information about what tests are taking place, how people work and other details necessary to successfully put on an exercise of this nature, the South Africans are enjoying the human aspect here as well.

“We’re meeting all the people from all different nations and different cultures. It’s been great to be a part of that and even start to pick up some of the different languages,” said 1st Lt. Jacobs.

At the next Combined Endeavor, however, Staff Sgt. Beukes said he hopes his nation transforms from active observer to active participants.

“When we return, we’d like to bring all of our equipment to see if we are compatible with all the other countries. This year, we only brought a switch – no satellite. So, it would be nice to test everything to check the compatibility,” he said.
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